[The electrocardiogram in ventricular tachycardias].
The electrocardiogram, as much as the clinical examination, is a basic tool for the cardiologist. Technological advances have led to a certain lack of interest in learning to read the electrocardiogram, for which close analysis can allow precise diagnosis, notably in the field of cardiac rhythm disorders. This article concerns the electrocardiogram in ventricular tachycardias with two themes: differential diagnosis of wide QRS complex tachycardias and recognition of the site of origin of a ventricular tachycardia. "Fine" analysis of the electrocardiogram is not an intellectual "game". Actually, careful analysis of the 12 lead ECG allows exact and rapid diagnosis in a large majority of cases, distinguishing a ventricular tachycardia from a supraventricular tachycardia with conduction defect; the appropriate management can be selected without delay. At the same time, close reading of the electrocardiogram also allows the site of origin of a ventricular tachycardia to be recognised. Combining this information with elements of the patient's record can allow the arrhythmia to be related to a known pathology or to prompt a targeted aetiological investigation.